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February 2010

TTOD Editor Musings

Greetings AIlII, we l | itdos been a |l ong
move to Florida, starting a new job and not having internet access for a while. | will
do better next month promise. We have a much better turn out of articles and re-
ports this month lets keep up the good work.

Michael Fields

TTOD Treasurers Report

First, a Tall thank you to Mari-Kathryn for her multiple years of service.

We are working through transferring the records, so at this point I do not have an offi-

cial treasurer report. We do have some money. | trust there will be more as all of you

renew your membership. Please bring your money and a completed form to the next
event or mail it to the mailbox on the form.

If you have any questions about our finances or concerns, please let me know. | will
do my best to get you answers.

Kathy Crickman-Jenkins
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Details of Scheduled Events

Events for Friday, 2/5/2010

Games Night

7:00 PM. Business Meeting/Games night starts at 8.
Susan's. 6728 St. Anne St. 972-931-6260

Susan T.

Events for Wednesday, 2/10/2010, 2/17/2010, 2/24/2010

Lunch Bunch

1:00 PM, :: Enjoy lunch with TTOD friends at local restaurants. Spades afterward if there's a quorum :: cost of meal
Varies-Call Ray for location 214-731-9391

Ray S. 214-731-9391

Events for Monday, 2/15/2010

Cheap Movie Night

7 PM, :: Watch recently released movies for a fraction of the cost. The movie is $1.50. :: $1.50
Cinemark Plano 10 Theatres at Park and Coit (1818 Coit Rd.)

Dan S. 972-985-8522

Events for Sunday, 3/21/2010

Chili Cook -Off

5:00 PM, :: Annual Scholarship Fund Raiser. All Chili Heads bring you best chili in a crock pot for judging. Cooks
please come a few minutes early for setup. Member taste all entries and vote. Susan will provide the fixins, sodas,
and ice cream sundaes. Free for cooks $10 for each attendee.

Susan S. 972-831-6260

Events for Friday, 3/5/2010

Business Meeting/Games Night

7:00 PM, :: 7:00 pm: Business Meeting: Items of Business and upcoming Calendar Events. Members welcome. 8:00
pm: Games Night: Susan T. 972-931-6260.0ne of our most poular and long-running events. Join us for food, fun, and
catching up with friends. This informal setting is perfect for putting visitors at ease. :: $5 for members, $7 for prospects
& guests, $2 dis

Susan T. 972-931-6260




Convention 2010 Information - January Edition
For anyone registered or still thinking about joining the fun we wanted to send out a bit more in-
formation. The After Hours Party (AHP) Chair, Jayne Utter, and her crack staff have developed a
great schedule of geographically correct nightly themes. Although costumes are never manda-

tory, itdés always amazing to see tall creativit
ous segment of TCI Convention.
As if the nightly fAbest costumeodo awards are not

the laughs provide memories of Convention forever! Plus special themed drink concoctions will
be served each night.

So whether you have already registered or are about to send in your deposit now you can start
preparing for the fun and frolic of After Hours 2010!

After Hours Party Themes are listed below:

Thursday, June 24"
MardiGras-Ai Sh ow us_y dflyau have been to a Mardi Gras party, you know what it
means when the c¢crowd c h@etyos beids together and yoyr bastrMardi _ ! 0
Gras threads and thoughts to figure out whatyouwili s howo when asked. And r
to be nasty! Drink of choice wild.l be AThe Hur

Friday, June 25"
French Quarter Connection! The Carriage Tour on Friday will give you a good look at the New
Orleans French Quarter to prompt some ideas. Hmmm, t here i s fAFrencho, t
there i s 0 @Gueambiration af hedthree could work. There is that movie from awhile
back, two of them in fact, FC and the sequel FCIl. Toni ght 6s drink, M@ABour bot
unl ess itds really hot TaAed wé wmagbdt Het iBourobohn

Saturday, June 26"
VoodooULuv?You are in New Or |l eans .Thefehaie plenty of reélanal o d o o
fantasy voodoo shops, haunted history tours, and cemeteries to get some ideas. Are you brave
enough? What else would we serve??? ALuv Potion #90

Sunday, June 27"
Southern Comfort-Circa 2010 The plantation tour time travels your thoughts back to the early
1800Dbke history, culture, and period dress of L
I deas. Pl ease not too many Southern Comfort <clo
Comfort Puncho

Monday, June 28"
Swamp Thang Your swamp tour gives you a feel for the Bayou and all the vegetation and animal
life it supports. Watch out for them gators! Keep your hands in the boat. Just how many movies
were there with aliens and monsters living in a swamp? After touring through the muck we will
serve ADIirty Watero for your enjoyment! Yummy

Tuesday, June 29"
Casino AGo-GoHarrahoés Casino i s Soiyaybkhouldgegotitleasbondetoe h o't
the casino even if to just to look around. It really has a nice motif and decor. You might get some
ideas. Loads of casino based movies. The disco era, Go-Go dancer cages, polyester paradise,
vintage vinyl. Need we say more?




THE SEARCH IS ON!

|l tés that time of year when the high school seni
coll ege. Reali zation is setting in Abig timeod a

scrambling to face the financial hassles.

TALL TEXANS TO THE RESCUE! Each year our club searches for deserving guys and gals
to be awarded a TTOD scholarship. The word is out and we have already been receiving requests
for a coveted award.

For the last 8 years, TTOD has given from 2-7 scholarships each year to graduating seniors and oth-
ers from 17-21 years old deserving of help to go to accredited colleges and trade schools! The

Board has voted to again carry on that tradition.

We are a fAsocialo club, so why do we care? It i
and give us a chance to feel super good about helping them achieve their goals. Each of the last

several years, we receive over 200 applications for one of these scholarships.

How do we decide who should get the scholarships? The applicants must be tall enough to qualify

to be a TTOD member (56100 for females and 60620
they want and/or feel they deserve some money from us, and sent a transcript and two references

for review. Details are posted on our TTOD website. Sound hard? Just try to weed through all the
paperwork to choose the best of the bunch to give the awards to! We always have more great folks

than we have funds to distribute!

Be alert! If you have a neighbor, favorite clerk, fellow church member to friend that might

qualify, ask them if they know about the scholarships and direct them to our website to get the
details and application. Just your asking stran
lanche of documents and keep you posted.

In the meantime, come to the ChiliCook-of f at Susands, the Garage Sal

special fund raisers to help accumulate the funds to distribute. The deadline for entries is March 20.



Good News

For anyone that might be interested,
| got married to Nancy McClain on Jan 8th. It was only about 5 degrees above zero
outside and it was quite an adventure getting family and friends to the service. Snow from the Christmas Eve bliz-
zard and ice were still affecting the roads but all turned out very well!

I miss my friends from Tall Texans!!!

Mark Owens

Membership News

We have one person officially rejoining TTOD after several years absence. Mary Settle will be our
first official new member of 2010. Mary first joined TTOD in 1990. Since
that time she has lived in several other areas including Virginia, and Alabama. Mary is a

Fine Jewelry Associate for Kohl és Department Store. St
and volunteering at Operation Kindness.

Susan S.



Meeting Minutes
January 2010

President: Rod
Meeting opened at 6:42 with new President Rod welcoming us and wishing us a Happy New Year.

Vice President: Wayne
Wished us one also.

Treasurer: Kathy
Unable to report as she does not have the books yet. Susan and Veranina were reimbursed on previous expenses.

Membership: Susan
She is going to vigorously work on getting new members. She gave a run down on upcoming events that we can
encourage prospects to attend.

Secretary: Veranina
No report

Editor Mike: absent .
Susan commented that he had some great ideas for the newsletter.

Publicity: Erik

Absent

Social: Susan

Gave us details on upcoming chili cook off, Super bowl pa
sized she would like to see more cultural events for the group. We talked about some ideas for events.

Telephone: Jo
She commented she was able to talk to 18 people to encourage them to attend games night.

Webmaster: Dan

He explained the ATall Friendso. He told the board that
little money. He has 130.00 for years of internet traffic on this that we will be adding to the scholarship fund. He in-

formed us on the updated scholarship forms for the new year. He requested new photos of the officers for the web-

site. He al so wanted a I-ma8addresdes. Heweuldalkdlikedogosbnew phaoniéasly-and e
one can give him some. Susan suggested that we do an officer group photo.

New Business

Budget Information

Susan suggested we think a little more about our budget.

We brainstormed ideas for scholarship fundraising.

May 7" wi | | be Susanédés 25 anniversary of Susan hosting Games
brating and catering food instead of everyonebs potluck t
holding our board meetings at 7:30 before Games Night.

Meeting adjourned at 7:32 PM.

Respectfully submitted by Secretary, Veranina



Green Acres Goes White!
Gail Wagner

Much has happened up here in the snowy winter wonderland. | did survive the Blizzard of 2009 and must say, all

that snow really is beautiful. Washington County is renowned for keeping its roads clear and within a couple of

days, it wasndt so bad getting around. John has a contrac
out for 32 hours straight before turning his snow plow over to his back-up. That was a nice Christmas bonus! It

hasnét warmed up since, and we did have another small sno
Itd supposed to warm up to 40 degrees t hi schilingekiissome® hopef
thing else (as you |l earned with your temps in the teens r
myself sever al pairs of boots and some waterproof snow bo
hands warm, though.

| finally put my house on the market at the end of October to lease or sell, whichever happened first. There were

quite a few hits right off the bat, but no connections. Then the son of a woman who lived down the street con-

tacted my agent. His mother had stopped by one of my garage sales in August and asked me what | was going to

do with the house. Her son was interested in getting back into the neighborhood, so | showed her through the

house and told her to contact my agent once the house went on the market. And they did! It took a few weeks to

do all the checking up and paperwork, and they moved in on December 10". Sweet couple! They may be inter-

ested in buying the house at the end of the lease, as they were interested in buying it now, but were just below
qualifying. That works out great for me, as | dondt thin

My job search was going nowhere and | was a bit discouraged. | was able to extend my unemployment which

helped a lot. Then just after Thanksgiving, my neighbor told me that a friend of hers was looking for office help.

She gave me her number and | called right away. The next week | went in for an interview and knew this was the

place for me. Everything just fit and | started work on December 7. The company is Fire-X and they sell and ser-

vice fire extinguishers and restaurant fire suppression s
really enjoy it. The office staff is very personable and
away and an easy drive even in the snow.

Stephanie came for the Christmas holidays and we had so much fun catching up and shopping. We hit the stores
on Christmas Eve and again the day after Christmas and were amazed at the empty spaces in the parking lots.

We just had to take a picture! We never had more than one person in front of us at check-o u t . | 6m di scover
there are some definite advantages to a small town. There were some great deals and we took advantage of them!

Her boyfriend came in that weekend and we all went over t
Who would have guessed our daughters would get along so well! So much laughteri gr eat t i me! St eph
friend is such a nice guy and itds easy to tell how cl ose

them building a snowman and sledding down the hill next door. Precious memories! The next week, we all met

Stephds dad hal fway between here and New Jersey and had a
goodbye to my beautiful daughter so she could spend New Y
cry too much!

John has put together a new band and webve gone to Baltin
studio in his basement and ités better to rehearse there.
that Johnds got another band, they will be getting pretty
does everything from bars to charities to festivals and has some standing dates every year. He goes in for his

ot her shoulder surgery this week, so has |l ots of motivati
hind him and get back to his music.

I Il ook back on | ast year and candt believe everything tha

see that there was a reason for all that. We just need to have faith when things look the worst and trust that it will
all work out. At the end of the year, | was moved in with this wonderful man, found a church, my house was
leased, | had a great job, and my daughter had graduated and found a job and a man. | hope each of you can
reflect on last year and realize how blessed you are for a number of things.

Looking forward to fabulous 2010!



Gail with family and friends.



